The cured meats containing NaCl alone or combinations of NaCl and sorbitol with various proportions were submitted to dehydration. Fig. 4 . Relation between apparent dewatering ability of NaCl and concentration ratio of sor bitol to NaCl in meat during dehydration process. From the slope of linear relation shown in Fig. 3 , the apparent dewatering ability of NaCl in the meats containing various concentrations of NaCl, sorbitol, and their mixtures was tenta tively calculated as the reduction rate of moisture (%) with NaCl (M).
The concentration ratio of sorbitol to NaCl in the meat during the process of dehydration was calculated from the data in Fig. 1 .
